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30 July 1986

BACKGROUND: OCA received the following question from HPSCI
staffer Dick Giza on 29 July with request for response by
S August.

QUESTION: What is the validity of information presented in the
attached Doyle McManus (Los Angeles Times Service) article,
"Three Planes Readied to Join Contra Fleet"?

ANSWER: The Central Intelligence Agency has no information
to substantiate the allegations that three airplanes will be
turned over to the Unified Nicaraguan Organization/Nicaraguan
Democratic Force contained in the article "Three Planes Readied
to Join Contra Fleet."

SECRET
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ADMINISTRATI TERNAL USE ONLY

OCA 86-2567
29 July 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR: EPS STAT
VIA: DD/House Affairs, OCA
FROM: | STAT
House Affairs, OCA
SUBJECT: Miami Herald Newa Article
1. OCA has received a call from Dick Giza, HPSCI staff,
regarding the validity of the attached article. Please respond
by 5 August.
STAT

Attachment:
As stated

ADMINISTRATIVE - INTERNAL USE ONLY
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Inzide a battered steel hangar on an tnconsplouous litt le
airfield in Southern California, three emall airplanes are being
titted out to become part of anm unpredictable but potentially
verlatsle new factor in Central America’ s guerrillea wars - the
contras’ air force.
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The NMicaraguan rebels, with help from a2 networl of former
Ues. military and intelliqgence officers operating in this
country, are quietly assembling and equipping a*fleet*of small
aircratt that will give the querrillas a potentially important
new capability in their war against the Sandinista reqlme.

The contras already have 14 aircraft at a secret air base
in Honduras, rebel officials sav. Thevy look forwerd to acquirirg
the three planes that are being rebuilt in California’s San
Diego County -— aging, propeller-drivern aircraft donated by
retired U.5. Air Force officers -- and they are seeking still
more .

So far, none of the 12 plarnes and two helicopters at the
haze has been egquipped for combat,*contraxofficiales Say.

Instead, the fledgling air force is being veed chiefly to
transport and resupply guerrilla unite all aver Nicaragus -— “"to
fight the way the Viet Cong did in Vietriam, only with the added
advantage of air supplv,” said a CIa veteran who is helping 1n
the effort.

Al this point, thescontrazair force is still badly
cutmatched by the Sandinista air force of at least 47 aircrefs,
And, according to all accounts, it has been largely inesffective,
wWwith many of its aircraft grounded for lack of mainternance and
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many of 1ts pilote hesitant to flv missions that would exposs
them to fire from the Sandinistas’ Soviet-—-mads helicopter
qurships.

"It e been a real hip-pocket operation,” said Edwin
Dearborm, a former CIA pilot who has been helping to organire
the force. "There have been times when we ve rFun out of Gas.

Already, the contraes may be the firet guerrills
Insurgency in history with its own airlidt wing. But in the
futwe, the contras sav, they also will be loocking for combat
aircraftt as & means of alatinog the war against the Maryist-
led Sandinistas even further.
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BACKGROUND: OCA received the following question from HPSCI

Staff member Dick Giza on 29 July with request
for response by 5 August.

QUESTION : What is the validity of information presented
in the attached Doyle McManus (Los Angeles
Times Service) article, '"Three Planes Readied
to Join Contra Fleet" ?

ANSWER

SECRET
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